
Twenty-seven percent of coral reefs have
been lost or seriously degraded worldwide
and another 60% are threatened, according
to the Global Coral Reef Monitoring
Network and the World Resources Institute.
Charged by Executive Order 13089 to protect
the nation’s imperiled coral reefs, a task force
of 17 federal, state, and territorial agencies are
coordinating their responses to threats from
impaired water quality, overfishing, coral
bleaching, and disease. As part of the
Department of the Interior, the National
Park Service is a key player in these efforts
under the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force,
cochaired by the Assistant Secretary for Fish
and Wildlife and Parks, Harold Craig
Manson. And with more than 275,000 acres
of coral reefs, the 10 coral reef national park
units not only offer outstanding recreational
opportunities but also a chance to protect
their biodiversity and astonishing natural
beauty for future generations to enjoy.
Assistant Secretary Manson said, “We need
to develop an inventory of coral reef
resources, conduct an assessment of the
state of reefs, and monitor their health over
the long term. We need to take action now to
reduce pollutants and sedimentation on
reefs” and “stop the overharvesting of coral
reefs and the fish and animals that depend
on them.”

The NPS Water Resources Division is
providing national policy and planning

support to the task force and helping parks
to meet the challenge from the assistant sec-
retary. The National Park Service is pursuing
cooperative programs with states, territories,
and federal partners to manage and restore
reef fish populations (see page 50) and to
address sources of sedimentation and pollu-
tants in coastal park watersheds. In 2001, Dry
Tortugas National Park set aside the 46-
square-mile (119-square-kilometer) research
natural area as a no-take reserve to protect

shallow seagrass beds, coral reefs, and man-
grove communities. General management
plan updates are under way to implement
no-take reserves at the new Virgin Islands
Coral Reef National Monument and at 
the expanded Buck Island Reef National
Monument. ■
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Mangrove prop roots, coral heads, and fish in the recently designated Virgin Islands Coral
Reef National Monument.
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Current policies allow recreational fishing
in parks consistent with state regulations
and 36 Code of Federal Regulations part 2.3,
except where specifically prohibited.
However, commercial fishing is allowed
only where authorized by law or treaty
rights. Cooperative management and col-
laboration are critical to protect marine
fisheries because NPS and state agencies

frequently share jurisdiction over coastal
resources. In some parks, statutory provi-
sions control whether or not commercial
fishing may occur and whether overall
fisheries jurisdiction is held by the National
Park Service, the states, or both concur-
rently. Although the National Park Service
retains authority to implement regulations
that are more restrictive than state regula-

tions, joint planning is frequently the best
approach to protecting biological integrity
and the quality of recreational fishing in
the national parks. ■
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